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against France. The English suggested that Paul occupy the Island of
Corsica, calculating that there Russia would have to bear the brunt of
the main French drive. The Island of Malta, which Napoleon had seized
on his way to Egypt, was the most important strategic point in the
Mediterranean Sea. The Maltese Order to whom the island belonged
was connected with the court of the tsar, and appealed to Paul for help,
bestowing on him the title of Grand Master of the Order. Like Catherine
before him, Paul was desirous of "obtaining a firm foothold in the Medi-
terranean" while at the same time creating a fighting base against the
French revolution, and so he promised toassist the Maltese Order. Fear-
ing that Turkey would league herself with France, he ordered the na-
val forces in the Black Sea to be reinforced and the fleet and coastal
fortresses speedily prepared for war. When Turkey saw that the objec-
tive of Napoleon's expedition was Egypt, a part of the Turkish empire,
she concluded a military alliance with Russia against France.

In August 1798 Admiral Ushakov, commander of the Russian Black
Sea fleet, received orders to proceed with his squadronto the Bosporus
and, if the occasion arose, "immediately to follow and assist the Turk-
ish fleet against the French regardless of consequences." Ushakov's
squadron consisted of 16 ships carrying 792 guns with a crew of 8,000
sailors and soldiers.

In the course of six weeks Ushakov occupied four small islands of""
the Ionian Archipelago, after which he set about to capture the fortress
on the island of Corfu, considered to be an impregnable naval citadel.
The French garrison of the fortress was about 3,000 strong with 650
guns. The Russian sailors, on the other hand, were handicapped by a
shortage of the most necessary supplies, food and shells. Indeed, they
were starving. Ushakov wrote: "I know of no example in all ancient
history where a fleet has been so far out without any supplies and in
such an extremity as we are now." The difficulties, however, did not
daunt Ushakov and his brave sailors. The men had the same implicit
faith in their admiral as Suvorov's soldiers had in their general. On,
February 18,1799, after a fierce assault of the forward fortifications the
Erench garrison on Corfu surrendered.

The swift capture of Corfu by the Russians created a deep impression
in Europe and delighted Suvorov who jestingly declared that he was
sorry he was not serving as a midshipman under Ushakov, Having oust-
ed the French troops from the islands Ushakov introduced a republican
form of government for the indigenous population.

Following the capture of Corfu a Russian naval descent was landed
in Southern Italy, where the sailors supported the popular rising
against Napoleon and occupied Naples and Rome. The Ionian
expedition was Ushakov's last accomplishment. He spent the rest of
.his life in retirement in the Tambov gubernia where he had been
born* Ushakov died in 1817,